
Colin Crouch and Stephen Mennell, The Universities: Pressures and Prospects 
(London: Fabian Society, 1971). 47 pp. 
 
This pamphlet was denounced by Dick Crossman in the New Statesman as the 
most reactionary pamphlet ever published by the Fabian Society. Forty years on, 
its main fault may be judged to be that it was insufficiently pessimistic. 
 
It should be noted that the Fabian Society’s copy-editor had a prejudice against 
the use of the punctuational dash and, without consulting the authors, changed 
them into semi-colons. The misuse of semi-colons gave an undeserved 
impression of illiteracy. Readers should bear this in mind. 
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